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How a man responds to adversity 

says a lot about him. As Patrick 

Henry once said, "Adversity toughens 

manhood, and the characteristic of the 

good or the great man is not that he has 

been exempt from the evils of life, but 

that he has surmounted them."

Adversity struck for many thousands 

of Texans with the collapse of Enron in 

2001. One of them was Dan Garrison, 

whose software marketing career was 

abruptly, unexpectedly over. And 

at about the worst time: he was 40 

years old, an age when many men are 

evaluating their lives, re-assessing 

what's important.

"You're questioning your existence, 

you're questioning your value to earth 

and to God and to your family, and it's 

a tough time to be in," said Garrison 

in March on "The Trey Blocker Show". 

"And that's when I lost my job. And so I 

kind of had to reinvent myself. And the 

first thing I did is I went to Kentucky to 
go get drunk on the Kentucky bourbon 
trail for a week."

Taking that much strong drink at 

such a time is the beginning of the end 

for many, but the virtue of temperance 

prevailed, and Garrison's experience 

on the bourbon trail was as inspiring as 

much as it was analgesic. He came back 

home with a business plan to start the 

first bourbon distillery — the first legal 
one — in Texas.

But a commercially 

produced, Texas 

bourbon? It had never 

been done before, 

and it 

wasn't hard to see why. Cumbersome, 

mystifying state distillery regulations 

that hadn't been updated since 1935 

would have made such a venture 

daunting even to a seasoned bourbon 

maker. It was a highly ambitious 

proposal that called for resourcefulness, 

attention to detail, tenacity, 

persuasiveness and patience. Plus he,  

would have to wait years before learning 

whether the first batch of bourbon aging 
in the barrels was even good. 

Many men dream big and never 

follow through, and a plan is only 

as good as the person executing it. 

Apparently Garrison had a good 

reputation, because Rob Cordes, one 

of his initial investors and a longtime 

friend, leaped at the idea. Asked why, 

Cordes said, "Because it was Dan 

Garrison."

"He asked me, 'Do you want to see 

a business plan?' And I said, 'Nope,'" 

Cordes recalled. 

In 2005, the first legal whiskey 
distillery in Texas history was born: 

�OURBON, 
CENTRAL TEXAS-STYLE
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VISION, FORTITUDE LED TO FIRST LEGAL DISTILLERY IN THE STATE
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