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Kerrville residents got a unique sight 
this week: A disassembled F-18 Blue 
Angel on a trailer spent a few nights in 
a lot near the Best Western before being 
hauled back to the interstate to continue 
its westward journey across the country.

A Worldwide Aircraft Recovery crew 

had disassembled the retired aircraft at 
the naval air station in Pensacola, Florida, 
earlier this month and was taking it to a 
museum in California for reassembly and 
display. 

The crew began hauling the Blue 
Angel on Aug. 12 and stopped in Mobile, 
Alabama, on Aug. 19 for another job 
involving reassembly of a Grumman G-21 
Goose plane that had been donated to 

the USS Alabama by singer/songwriter 
Jimmy Buffett. The crew then continued 
westward, making stops and drawing 
public and media attention along the way. 

“What was really cool about this trip 
was I was able to stop and see friends and 
family along the way,” said Marty Batura, 
president of Worldwide Aircraft Recovery.
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One of the Blue Angels is on a trailer Sunday night in a parking lot near Best Western in Kerrville as it awaits transport to the Castle 
Air Museum in Atwater, California.  (Times photo by Sean Batura/photo@dailytimes.com)

Four officers receive recognition before the regular 
meeting of the Kerrville City Council on Tuesday. 
They were given awards at a recent banquet 
held by the Mothers Against Drunk Drivers and 
honored for their dedication to public safety 
through DWI reduction efforts. Sgt. Ed Holloway, 
left, was given the Outstanding Service Award 
for his work in training fellow officers in DWI 
techniques. Officers Daniel Virdell, Jeff Robitalle 
and Tyler Cottonwade earned the Committed 
Hero Award, along with Officer Ruben Valencia, 
who was not present at the council meeting. In 
addition, Cottonwade was also recognized with an 
Enforcement Hero Award. He led the department 
with his 29 DWI arrests and was congratulated by 
Chief Chris McCall for his work. (Times photo by 
Roger Mathews@dailytimes.com)

Roger Mathews
roger.mathews@dailytimes.com

The Kerrville City Council, in regular 
session Tuesday, approved the budget 
for 2023, as well as the property tax 
rate.

Julie Behrens, finance manager 
for the city of Kerrville, presented 
the information to the council for its 
review and approval. The budget was 
set for $70,121,222, with expenditures 
of $99,161,171.

“Keep in mind that, most of the time, 
city projects are multi-year projects, 
so we’ll see revenue in one year, but 
the expense happens in another year, 
and that’s the reason for the net differ-
ence,” Behrens said.

The budget presented to the city 
council Tuesday was an overview so 
that the council and the public can ask 
questions. The second and final read-
ing and approval of the 2023 budget 
will be at the next council meeting, 
Tuesday, Sept 13.

“Developing the city’s budget is a 
year-round process that includes input 
from all departments at a very detailed 
level,” Behrens said. “Input is also 
given by city council and citizens, both 
through public workshops and individ-
ual inquiries. Staff focuses on the align-
ment of the key priority areas outlined 
in the Kerrville 2050 Plan when consid-
ering overall operations, as well as any 
new budget requests.”

No changes are expected to be made 
to the fiscal year 2023 proposed budget 
at this time.

Kerrville’s 2023 property tax rate was 

Anne Burger Entrekin, with Hilltop 
Securities, tells the Kerrville City 
Council on Tuesday that more than 
$113 million in bids were issued for 
bonds for the $45 million earmarked 
for the public safety facility, with 6% of 
the sales going to individuals. (Times 
photo by Roger Mathews/photo@
dailytimes.com)

Jarrett Jachade, 
chief financial 
officer and assistant 
superintendent for 
business services at 
Kerrville Independent 
School District, 
presents the 2023 
annual budget and 
tax rate to the school 
district board of 
trustees. This year’s tax 
rate was set at 1.0346, 
a reduction of .17 from 
the 2022 tax rate of 
1.052. (Times photo 
by Roger Mathews/
photo@dailytimes.com)

2023 budget and tax rate set by school board
Roger Mathews
roger.mathews@dailytimes.com

The Kerrville Independent School District 
board of trustees voted unanimously to approve 
the 2023 budget and the tax rate Monday, Aug 
22. There were no public speakers during the 
open hearing portion of the meeting.

The 2022-23 school year budget was adopted 
at $44,933,000, comprised of 71% local prop-
erty taxes, 25% money from the state of Texas 
and 4% from the federal government. It is a 
balanced budget, meaning expenditures match 
income for a zero balance.

Breaking down the expenditures on the 2023 
budget, there are five areas, including payroll, 

Families and Literacy seek instructors for ESL courses
Roger Mathews
roger.mathews@dailytimes.com

Families and Literacy Inc., a nonprofit 
organization that educates people who 
need to learn English as a second lan-
guage or obtain their GED certificate, is 
looking for a volunteer instructor.

They don’t need to be fluent in Spanish, 
said Misty Kothe, executive director, since 
the class uses computers. They need to 
be willing to spend the time necessary 
to teach the class. It is a 15-week course, 

meeting twice a week, plus a little prepa-
ration time.

“We are just getting back to normal 
after the COVID-19 shutdowns,” Kothe 
said. “COVID-19 really ravaged our pro-
gram. A lot of our instructors were seniors 
and were afraid of in-person classes. So, I 
guess we are starting over.”

Classes in English as a second language 
as well as the GED classes are open to 
anyone, regardless of age, Kothe said, and 
students range in age from 17 to 60 years 
old and older.

“Sometimes it is a student who left 
school a little early and just needs a 
semester to finish high school, or it might 
be an adult or senior who just wants to go 
back and get that high school diploma,” 
said Jennifer Zaffke, operations coordina-
tor for the organization.

With enough instructors, Kothe said 
they could focus more on teaching stu-
dents at the level of instruction they need, 
rather than a one-size-fits-all approach.

See LITERACY, page 5A

Famed Navy demonstration aircraft makes stop in Kerrville
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