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The Kerrville Public School 
Foundation will honor 20 winners 
of the Shining Star Award on Friday, 
Aug. 26, at Antler Stadium. 

The foundation traditionally hosts 
its public recognition awards just 
before the Tivy Antler’s first home 
football game of the season. 

The foundation will honor all 
Kerrville Independent School District 
teachers but will highlight the 20 
winners of the Shining Star Awards 
and the two Teachers of the Year.

“This year, KPSF Night is extra 
exciting, because we are celebrating 
outstanding staff from all depart-
ments of KISD,” said Jennifer 
Wittler, KPSF’s new executive direc-
tor. “The Shining Stars are nomi-
nated by members of the commu-
nity, and the awards can be given to 
any KISD employee. It takes a lot of 
exceptional people behind the scenes 
to continue furthering excellence for 
our students, and KPSF is proud to 
honor them.”

Shining Star winners receive a mon-
etary award, and KPSF announces 
the winners of the Elementary 
Education and Secondary Education 
Teachers of the Year. This year, 
those winners are Amanda Baehe, 
Secondary Education Teacher of the 

Year, and Dana Dunagan, Elementary 
Education Teacher of the Year.

KPSF Night will start at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by the Tivy High School 
football game. 

Established in 1987 as a non-
profit corporation, the mission of the 

KPSF is to mobilize the community 
and its resources to further academic 
excellence for all students of the 
Kerrville school district. 

For more information on KPSF or 
to donate, visit www.kpsf.net, or call 
830-257-9282.

KPSF SHINING STAR AWARD WINNERS – 2022
➤ David Cahela, Kerrville Independent School District maintenance

➤ Alicia Campoy, Tally Elementary head custodian

➤ Austin Clarkson, Tivy High School educator

➤ Stephanie Drake-Woods, special education occupational therapist

➤ Kelly Duncan, Tivy High School educator

➤ Michael Freeman, Hal Peterson Middle School educator

➤ Sandra Gonzalez, B.T. Wilson Sixth Grade School education 
      paraprofessional

➤ Jennifer Haas, Tally Elementary School educator

➤ Sharon Harris, Tom Daniels Elementary School secretary

➤ Tacy Heath, Tivy High School educator

➤ Katie Jachade, Starkey Elementary School nurse

➤ Rachel Jordan, Hal Peterson Middle School educator

➤ Xochitl Medina, Hill Country High School and Disciplinary Alternative  
      Education Program custodian

➤ Francy Neal, Kerrville Independent School District special education 
      administrative assistant

➤ Alysse O’Brien, Nimitz Elementary School educator

➤ Laurie Rees, Tom Daniels Elementary and Nimitz Elementary School 
      mentoring coordinator

➤ Jessica Sturm, Tivy High School educator

➤ Hillarie Swanner, Hal Peterson Middle School educator

➤ James Wessels, Tivy High School content mastery paraprofessional

➤ Tammy Wren, Tivy High School discipline secretary

also set and approved by 
the council at the Tuesday 
meeting. Again presented 
by Behrens, the rate was 
slightly adjusted after 
the issuance of the gen-
eral obligation bonds for 
the Public Safety Facility 
from the proposed rate of 
.5752, to an approved rate 
of .5750. This means that 
a $300,000 value home in 
Kerrville would yield a tax 
amount of $1,725.

This tax rate is 12.9% 
higher than 2022’s tax rate, 
due to the debt obligation 
for the $45,000,000 bond. 

In 2021-22 the tax rate 
was .5093, in 2020-21 the 
rate was .5116, and in 
2019-20 the rate was .5400.

Property taxes also 
increased in 2022. 
Average prices for homes 
in Kerrville rose from 
$250,000 to $300,000 over 
the last year. All of these 
things — the Public Safety 
Facility, the bond issuance 
and the price of homes ris-
ing — contributed to the 
overall property tax rate. 

The tax rate was also 
approved by a 6-0 vote by 
the council.

BOND SALES
A report on the bond 

sales for the $45 million 
earmarked for the Public 
Safety Facility was pre-
sented by Anne Burger 
Entrekin from Hilltop 
Securities. She said the 
bond sale was wildly 
successful, with more 
than $113 million in bid 
requests for the $45 mil-
lion in bonds, and Hilltop 
Security was able to secure 
Preferred status for the 
bonds, allowing for an 
interest rate of 4.089%.

A one year earlier call 
date was also secured 

by the investment firm. 
Several notable compa-
nies bid on the bonds, 
including Credit Suisse, 
Edward Jones, State Farm 
and Wells Fargo Bank but, 
according to Entrekin, the 
most surprising was the 
purchase by individuals.

“One of the things that 
we thought was really 
great — and I think again 
that it speaks to the reputa-
tion of the city of Kerrville 
— is you had more than 
6% of the orders, or about 
$6.2 million, from individ-
uals who are buying the 
city of Kerrville’s bonds,” 
Entrekin said. “These are 
people who obviously 
believe enough in the city 
that they wanted to put 

you in their portfolio.”
As a result of the strong 

bond rating, the Preferred 
status and the number 
of bond requests, Hilltop 
Securities was able to 
ensure that the whole $45 
million will be deposited 
in the city’s coffers with-
out any expenses removed. 
Originally, Hilltop said 
those costs would amount 
to more than $500,000. 
The lower interest rate of 
4.9% will save the city 
nearly $2 million in inter-
est over the life of the loan, 
Entrekin said.

After the presentation, 
Entrekin thanked the coun-
cil members and the staff 
for their help in the process 
and asked if there were any 
questions by the members.

“I don’t have any ques-
tions,” said Councilwoman 
Brenda Hughes. “I just 
want to thank you and the 
staff for pushing us along 
and getting this done for 
all of us. It’s been needed 
for a long time.”

The public safety facil-
ity project, already under-
way and with the property 
for the building secured, 
should be completed by 
summer 2024.

“O
ne of the things that we 
thought was really great, 
and I think again that it 

speaks to the reputation of the city of 
Kerrville, is you had more than 6% of 
the orders, or about $6.2 million, from 
individuals who are buying the city of 
Kerrville’s bonds.” 

— ANN BURGER ENTREKIN, Hilltop Securities
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Worldwide Aircraft 
Recovery is known as a 
turnkey, full-service aircraft 
recovery company, based in 
Nebraska — the only one of 
its kind in the U.S. Batura 
said the Blue Angel got a lot 
of positive attention during 
the journey, similar to other 
iconic planes he’s dealt 
with over his 26 years with 
the company. 

“We’ve moved every-
thing from old World War I 
biplanes all the way up to 
SR-71s, B-29s, C-17s, B-52s 
— you name it, we’ve 
moved it over the years,” 
Batura told a Phoenix news 
crew earlier this month. 

He and his crew — 
including Jay Penry, Jesse 
Bendt and Chance Beres 
— stopped at the home 
of long-time Kerr County 

resident Charles “Mo” Van 
Kirk for a Sunday barbecue. 

“He has escorted us for 
many, many years on really 
big, major moves,” Batura 
said of Van Kirk. “He helped 
escort a B-52 bomber, 
and he escorted us on the 
EC-121. He’s escorted us on 
a whole bunch of ones; I 
could go on and on.”

In the 1980s, Batura 
worked on various fishing 
boats in Alaska, including 
salmon boats, crabbers, 
halibut vessels and oth-
ers. He’s also been a heavy 
equipment operator, welder 
and truck driver.

“All those kinds of things 
came together. All these dif-
ferent skill sets have helped 
me to successfully move 
aircraft,” Batura said.

He also has the gift of 
gab, which comes in handy 
for telling the many wild 
stories he’s accumulated 
over the decades, and 
of negotiating contracts 

for Worldwide Aircraft 
Recovery, as he’s the key 
point of contact for cus-
tomers that have included 
Lockheed Martin, Boeing, 
the Smithsonian Institute 
and the U.S. Marine Corps, 
Navy, Coast Guard, Army 
and Air Force.

The F-18, which has 
the registration number 
163429, saw military ser-
vice as recently as 2017 and 
was in air shows as recently 
as 2019, according to www.
jetphotos.com and www.
airhistory.net.

The Worldwide Aircraft 
Recovery crew hauled 
the aircraft away Monday 

morning, escorted by offi-
cers with the Kerrville 
Police Department, which 
provided traffic control on 
Sidney Baker Street. An offi-
cer also kept watch over the 
plane for a period of time 
overnight.

As of 4:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, the crew 
was on the home stretch, 
hauling the Blue Angel 
just north of Bakersfield, 
California, on U.S. 99.
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Several of the advisory boards with the city of 
Kerrville had vacancies, from resignations as well as 
terms expiring, and the Kerrville City Council, after 
several weeks of interviewing, moved to appoint 
members to those vacancies.

Four boards needed members, including the Main 
Street Advisory Board, Senior Services Advisory 
Committee, Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone and 
Zoning Board of Adjustments. 

Several of the boards require members to  
have certain qualifications, such as the Main  
Street Advisory Board. Members of that board must 
own property or a business in the historic downtown 
district, or be in management for one of those 
businesses.

On the other hand, the Senior Services Advisory 
Committee requires that the members be a senior or 
interested in senior issues. Similarly, members of the 
Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone have to be at least 
18 years of age and reside in Kerr County, or adjacent 
counties, or be a property owner in Kerr or an adjacent 
county.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment members must be 
residents of Kerrville and a qualified voter.

MAINSTREET ADVISORY BOARD
• Rachel Fitch, reappointed to the board
• Katherine Howard, reappointed to the board
• Diana Howard, reappointed to the board
• Lanza Teague, appointed

SENIOR SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
• Marilyn Cizmich, reappointed to the committee
• Mike Ezer, reappointed to the committee
• Christina Klima, reappointed to the committee
• Karen Mattox, reappointed to the committee
• Kenneth Zysko, appointed

TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE
• Kenneth Early, reappointed
• John Harrison, reappointed
• Pat Murray, reappointed
• Mindy Wendele, reappointed

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
• Pablo Brinkman, reappointed
• Aimee Farrell, appointed
• Becky Nutt, appointed
• Lynn Niles, appointed as alternate

City council moves to 
fill board vacancies
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