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Funeral services set

Joe S. Barker
Services pending

BULLARD — Services for Joe S. Barker, 96, of 
Bullard and formerly of Junction, who died Thursday, 
Nov. 3, 2022, at a Bullard care facility, are pending at 
Kimble Funeral Home, Junction.

Doris Jean Kneupper
Services pending

Services for Doris Jean Kneupper, 89, of Kerrville, 
who died Thursday, Nov. 3, 2022, in a local care center, 
are pending at Grimes Funeral Chapels of Kerrville.

Rebecca Lynn Lear
Services pending

Services for Rebecca Lynn Lear, 50, of Bandera, 
who died Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2022, at her residence, 
are pending at Grimes Funeral Chapels of Kerrville.

Funeral services pending

Catherine Watson
No services planned

JUNCTION — Catherine Watson, 91, of Junction, 
died Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022, at a Junction hospital. 
No services will be held at this time.

Memorials may be made to the donor’s favorite 
charity.

Arrangements are under the direction and personal 
care of the professionals at Kimble Funeral Home, 
Junction.

Nancy Corrinne
Services set

Services for Nancy Corrinne Olive, 83, of Mountain 
Home, who died Friday, Nov. 4, 2022, in a Kerrville 
hospital, will be held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 9, 
2022, at Grimes Funeral Chapels, officiated by Rev. 
John Wheat. Burial will be held at Lexington Cemetery 
in Lexington.

Visitation will be held 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 8, 
2022, at Grimes Funeral Chapels.

Funeral arrangements are entrusted to Grimes 
Funeral Chapels of Kerrville.

Sharon Robin McAdams
Services held

Services were held for Sharon Robin McAdams, 64, 
of Kerrville, who died Sunday, Oct. 30, 2022, at her 
residence. 

Arrangements are entrusted to Grimes Funeral 
Chapels of Kerrville.

Hermila Garcia 
Villagomez

Mila Villagomez 
was taken by angels 
to God’s paradise on 
October 29, 2022, 
at home peacefully 
with family and 
friends while battling 
Parkinson’s. 

Mila was born an 
identical twin to Maria 
Arispe Garcia and 
Guadalupe Quintanilla 
Garcia. Mila grew up in 
Kingsville, TX, attended 
HM King high and 
graduated in 1954. She 
married her high school 
sweetheart, Ricardo J. 
Villagomez, and moved 
to Kerrville in 1963 
to raise their family. 
In 1964, their first 
born, Rick Villagomez, 
then in 1965, Roxi 
Villagomez Taylor, 
followed by Roger 
Villagomez in 1970 
and Rachel Villagomez 
Norris in 1972. 

The Villagomez’s are 
parishioners at Notre 
Dame Church. All four 
children attended Notre 
Dame School. Mila 
proudly began teaching 
Religion, Spanish and 
was a Kindergarten 
Aide from 1977 to 
2009 at Notre Dame 
School. Mila was very 
active with the Cursillo 
movement since 
1969. She also helped 
start the Notre Dame 
Spanish choir (The 
Coro) in the early ’70s.

Mila was a beloved 
wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother. Mila lived 
the rest of her life In 
Kerrville. She could 
never leave a grocery 

store without talking 
to several friends. Her 
Catholic faith was the 
cornerstone of her 
family.

Later in life she 
enjoyed trips to 
casinos, winning 
frequently on penny 
slot machines. Mila 
was a very kind, 
compassionate, 
merciful, warm-
hearted person. She 
loved spending time in 
Kingsville, especially 
with her twin sister 
Mina. Two peas in a 
pod.

Mila was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Guadalupe and Maria 
Garcia; her husband 
of 56 years, Ricardo 
Villagomez; her sisters, 
Nena Salinas, Elma 
Montez and Angie 
Garza; and brothers, 
George Garcia, Jose 
(Chema) Garcia and 
Kique Garcia. 

Survivors include 
two sisters Mary 
Francis Anderson and 
Hermelinda G. Galvan. 
Rick Villagomez and 
Cheryl Castleberry, 
Roxi Taylor and 
Dalton Southern, 
Roger Villagomez and 
Miz Rios and Rachel 
and Donnie Norris. 
Grandchildren, Darian 
and Shelby Norris, 
Jada Norris and Annika 
Nicole Taylor. Great-
grandchild, Micah 
Norris.

The family is very 
grateful for the staff 
of Peterson hospice. A 
sincere thank you.

Funeral services are 
held at Ramirez Salinas 
Funeral Home in 
Kingsville.

A Rosary will be at 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, followed by 
Mass at St. Martin’s 
Church in Kingsville. 

Memorial services 
will be Nov. 22 at Notre 
Dame Catholic Church 
in Kerrville, with 
Rosary at 10:30 a.m. 
and Mass at  
11 a.m.

Republicans debate giving power 

to Democrats in Legislature
House candidate says policy should continue so all are represented

Sean Batura
sean.batura@dailytimes.com

With the impend-
ing legislative session, 
Republicans are debat-
ing whether to support a 
next speaker of the House 
who potentially gives 
Democrats the power to 
kill legislation.

It’s been the tradi-
tion for Democrats and 
Republicans to grant the 
opposing party some com-
mittee chairmanships, 
and both candidates cur-
rently on the ballot appear 
to be willing to continue 
the practice.  

“If we limit committee 
chairmanships to mem-
bers of the majority party, 
it means that citizens from 
the minority party are not 
being represented,” said 
Democratic House candi-
date Joe Herrera in an Oct. 
25 email to The Kerrville 
Daily Times. “The goals of 
elected officials should be 
to work with other mem-
bers regardless of party 
for the greater good of all 
Texans. If we are mov-
ing to a winner-take-all 
mindset at the Texas State 
House, true democracy is 
under attack.”

Herrera’s opponent, 
incumbent Andrew Murr, 
wasn’t available for com-
ment before press dead-
line, but he was the key-
note speaker at an Oct. 
21 Republican Women of 
Kerr County luncheon at 
which he expressed the 
view that the most impor-
tant thing is to choose 
someone who’s qualified 
to chair a committee. 

Appointing representa-
tives who are subject-mat-
ter experts to spearhead 
legislation covered by 
the relevant committee is 
more important to the pro-
cess than party affiliation, 
Murr told people at the 
event, according to Crystal 
Smith, RWKC vice presi-
dent, and Precinct 4 Kerr 
County Commissioner 
Don Harris, who were 
present. 

OPPOSED TO THE 
TRADITION

Murr’s opponent in the 
Republican Primary, Wes 
Virdell, lamented that 
a Democrat chaired the 
Public Education commit-
tee last session. 

“We keep giving the 
Dems the ability to kill 
our good legislation when 
we do that,” Virdell said. 
“The Speaker does that on 
purpose though.”

Virdell said the practice 
of letting Democrats chair 
some committees allows 
GOP lawmakers the ability 
to blame the other party 
when legislation doesn’t 
pass that’s more popular 
among voters than among 
the establishment.  

The issue was among 
the top eight Republican 
Party priorities that were 
chosen by more than 
5,000 voting delegates at 
the Texas State Republican 
Convention in June. 
Delegates were presented 
with a list of 15 topics 
selected by the Legislative 

Priorities Committee after 
a comprehensive review 
of resolutions passed 
at the precinct and sen-
ate district levels of the 
convention process. 
Delegates were allowed 
to vote on eight topics, 
which became the official 
Legislative Priorities of the 
Republican Party of Texas. 

In the March primary 
election, more than 81% 
of Republican voters state-
wide and 89.58% of Kerr 
County GOP voters sup-
ported ending the practice 
of letting Democrats chair 
House committees.

“To ensure all legisla-
tive Republican priorities 
are given a fair opportu-
nity to become law, the 
Republican-controlled 
Texas legislature shall 
adopt a rule that would 
end the practice of award-
ing committee chairman-
ships to Democrats,” reads 
the Texas Republican 
Party’s legislative priority 
No. 5.

The last speaker of 
the House was District 
21 Representative Dade 
Phelan, of Beaumont. 
Phelan endorsed Murr’s 
candidacy on Jan. 31. As 
of Friday morning, Phelan 
had not announced 
whether he’d run for the 
speaker position. 

Rep. Tony Tinderhold, 
of Arlington, announced 
Friday he was running for 
speaker, and he opposes 
appointing Democrats to 
lead House committees, 
according to The Texas 
Tribune and The Dallas 
Morning News.

Commissioner Harris 
indicated he’s not a fan of 
Phelan.

“I am against awarding 
Democrats chairmanships 
when the Republicans are 
in control,” Harris said 
in an Oct. 24 email. “I 
seriously doubt that the 
Democrats would do so 
if the roles were reversed. 
To use a quote from 
Obama, ‘Elections have 
consequences!’ Because 
of Speaker Dade Phelan 
awarding chairmanships 
in the past to Democrats, 
I would not support him 
being chosen as speaker 
again.”

Harley Belew, Precinct 
1 Kerr County commis-
sioner, also opposes the 
practice.

“The Texas Legislature 
is not the garden club,” 
Belew said. “Voters send 
you to Austin to carry 
their agenda, not to hand 
over control to the team 
they voted against. When 
you win, act accordingly. 
Phelan is either beholden 
to Democrats, too nice 
for the job or just doesn’t 
understand the conse-
quences of winning.”

Rich Paces, Precinct 
4 Kerr County commis-
sioner-elect, said the 
problem with putting a 
Democrat in a committee 
chair position is that they 
control the agenda and 
nothing that Republicans 
want will ever come out of 
that committee and make 
it to the floor for a vote. 

“If Dade Phelan still 

supports this practice, 
then we should look for 
another Republican rep-
resentative to be our next 
speaker,” Paces wrote in 
an Oct. 24 email to The 
Times.

Last year, Phelan 
appointed 21 Republicans 
and 13 Democrats to chair 
committees, according to 
The Texas Tribune.

WHAT COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS HAVE DONE

Phelan recently champi-
oned the practice in state-
ments to Republican con-
vention delegates during 
the summer.

“In my lifetime, 
Democrats, when they 
were in control, they 
gave Republicans chairs,” 
Phelan said. “And ever 
since I’ve been around, 
Republicans have given 
(Democrats chairman-
ships) proportionate to the 
makeup in the House.” 

Phelan cited James Earl 
“Pete” Laney, who served 
as House speaker until 
2003, as a Democrat who 
let Republicans have some 
chairmanships.

During his remarks 
at the June convention, 
Phelan challenged the 
audience to give him 
“one Republican prior-
ity that died because of a 
Democrat chair.” 

In the available record-
ing of the talk, there seem 
to be inaudible replies 
from the audience before 
Phelan continues, saying 
the public education com-
mittee might be the only 
committee that one could 
say should have been 
chaired by a Republican. 

But Phelan defended 
his appointment of Rep. 
Harold Dutton Jr., a 
Democrat, to chair the 
committee, hailing Dutton 
for promoting charter 
schools, accountability 
and transparency. Phelan 
said “the progressive wing 
of the Democratic Party” 
opposed Dutton and went 
so far as to create “a fake 
candidate” on the internet 
in Harris County to run 
against Dutton to try to 
stimulate a runoff. 

“We had a long discus-
sion about transparency 
and accountability and 
charter schools, and he 
did more … than anybody 
in the last few years,” 
Phelan said. 

Dutton also assisted 
with two bills that opposed 
critical race theory and 
a bill that “banned boys 
from competing against 
girls in high school athlet-
ics,” Phelan said.

This wasn’t enough, 
according to JoAnn 
Fleming, executive direc-
tor of Grassroots America 
- We the People PAC. In a 
written statement to The 
Kerrville Daily Times, 
Fleming said Dutton 
killed bills “that would 
have held public schools 
accountable for academic 
results and killed educa-
tion choice,” although 
some of the bills were 
“very bad” anyway, and 
so this was “a mixed bag.”

“The best bill that 

would have protected all 
female sports (includ-
ing collegiate) from bio-
logical males was killed 
by Dutton,” reads her 
statement. “The fake bill 
finally passed that puts 
the University Scholastic 
League in charge of 
enforcement and is only 
through high school, 
which ignores the entire 
scholarship issue for col-
legiate sports. Females are 
having their scholarships 
stolen by these deviants.” 

Democratic Rep. 
Senfronia Thompson, 
as chair of House Public 
Health Committee, killed 
many pro-life bills and 
bills that “would rein in 
Planned Parenthood,” 
according to Fleming. 

Democratic Rep. Poncho 
Nevarez, as chair of the 
House Border Security and 
Public Safety Committee, 
stalled various gun rights 
bills, killed constitutional 
carry and killed any bills 
dealing with border secu-
rity, according to Fleming. 

“Democrat chairs 
for Higher Education 
and Transportation 
Committees, Chris Turner 
and Terry Canales of 
Edinburg, killed any con-
servative reforms for 
greater accountability and 
transparency in both these 
areas,” Fleming wrote. “In 
transportation, Canales 
did the bidding of the toll 
companies and worked to 
accomplish Agenda 2030 
transportation goals.”

Defending the tradition 
of granting the opposing 
party some House com-
mittee seats, Herrera said 
having a two-party system 
means elected officials 
should always seek input 
from other parties. 

“I strongly believe that 
we should be awarding 
committee chairman-
ships based on experience 
and in a bipartisan way,” 
Herrera wrote. “When 
people say that the party 
that controls the House or 
Senate, it bothers me a bit, 
because our elected offi-
cials are elected to repre-
sent everyone in their dis-
trict. The people of Texas 
deserve officials who 
welcome debate and an 
opposition that challenges 
them to work towards 
compromise.”

Herrera said if the 
Republican Party’s legis-
lative priority succeeds, 
it means the GOP wants 
to “control the citizens of 
Texas” and has “no inter-
est in truly representing 
every person in Texas.” 

“This us vs. them men-
tality is very disappoint-
ing,” Herrera wrote. “I am 
committed to running to 
represent each and every 
citizen in Texas House 
District 53. I cannot let 
the folks in this district 
down, especially if our 
Republican opponents 
are focused on control, of 
chairmanships, of wom-
en’s bodies and focused 
on control vs. working for 
the citizens of Texas.”

http://dailytimes.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=0e75e891-c105-5a00-9c8e-16fcb4d458a6

